[Effects of endotoxin on coronary circulation].
To investigate the effects of endotoxin (ETX) on coronary circulation, we infused endotoxin (4ng/ml) intravenously in a small dose (0.3ng/kg.min-1) which did not reduce the blood pressure, nor did it disturb the coronary autoregulation, and the flow kept constant during the ETX infusion. But when the left coronary artery descending branch (LAD) was narrowed and the LAD pressure was reduced to 4.67kPa, the ETX showed a vasodilator effect on the LAD (pre-ETX 65.2 +/- 29.2 ml/min, post-ETX 89.5 +/- 32.7 ml/min, P < 0.05). This effect suggested that the ETX in a small dose had a vasodilator effect on a narrowed coronary artery, even when it did not disturb the hemodynamics. The possible mechanisms were surveyed preliminarily.